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JOHNSON FAMILY. 

i. Richard 1 Johnson came to Virginia in the latter part of 
the 17th century and settled in New Kent county, but in that por- 
tion afterwards known as King and Queen county. In 1679, as 
"Captain Richard Johnson," he was appointed by the Assembly 
to equip the storehouse and ammunition house to be built on the 
Mattapony River "above the Indian townes." Similar provisions 
by other persons named "superintendents" in the margin of the 
act were made for similar houses to be built at Neapsico on the 
Potomac River, at the head of the Rappahannock River, and on 
the south side of James River "above Capt. William Byrd's." 
The object was declared to be to prevent Indian incursions, and 
the supplies were to be paid for in tobacco at the rate of ten 
shillings per one hundred pounds. (Hening, Statutes at Large, 

II, 434-) 

In 1696 he was appointed a member of the Virginia Council, 
but died not long after, in 1699. He was twice married — first in 
England, and secondly in Virginia, but neither of his wives is 
known. Issue by the first marriage : 2 Judith, educated in a 
boarding school in Lincoln, and about 1700 married Sir Hardoff 
Westneys. Issue by the second marriage, three sons, under age 
at the tune of their father's death : 3 Thomas, 4 Richard, who 
lived in King and Queen county. He made his will in 1733 and 
died before 1757, leaving real estate in Caroline county to his 
nephew, Thomas Johnson (Hening, Statutes at Large, VII, 159- 
161), and real estate in King and Queen county to his nephew, 
Richard Johnson, both of whom docked the entails by substitut- 
ing land in Louisa county. (Hening, Statutes at Large, VIII, 
455)- 5 William. 

3. Thomas 2 Johnson (Richard^-) lived at Chericoke in King 
William county on Pamunkey River, where he died and was 
buried about 1734. He was a member of the House of Burgesses 
in 1715. He married Ann Meriwether (baptized July 15, 1694), 
daughter of Colonel Nicholas Meriwether of New Kent, the sec- 
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ond of that name. He had issue four sons and two daughters : 
6 Nicholas, eldest son ; 7 Richard, married Dorothy ; 8 Thomas; 
9 William, member of the House of Burgesses from Louisa 
county in 1760, married Martha Jones, daughter of Lane Jones, 
and probably had Jane Johnson, who married John Wiley of 
Louisa. (They had issue: Ann Meriwether Wiley and Martha 
Jones Wiley) ; 10 Jane, married Richard Chapman, who, in 1740, 
bought Chericoke, having six hundred acres ; 1 1 Ann, married 
Major John Boswell, of Hanover county. 

In Hanover county there is recorded a bond dated February 
6, 1734, from Ann Johnson and David Meriwether to Joseph Fox, 
guardian of Richard Johnson, Jr., Jane Johnson, Ann Johnson 
and Thomas Johnson, orphans of Thomas Johnson, deceased. 
Ditto to William Johnson, orphan of Thomas Johnson, dec'd. 

In Louisa there is a deed dated Nov. 8, 1761, from Ann Cosby 
to her "son-in-law" John Boswell and Ann his wife, "my daugh- 
ter." 

Ann Meriwether Johnson survived her husband, Thomas 
Johnson, and married secondly, John Cosby of Louisa county. 
(Will proved in 1761.) She lived to an advanced age, and her 
will, dated February 2, 1780, and proved in 1785, names her 
Johnson children then surviving. Griffith, Nicholas Meriwether 
of Wales and Descendants, 87, 88; Quarterly, V, 66, 67; Quar- 
terly, VI, 59. 60. 

6. Nicholas 3 Johnson (Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ) lived in Louisa 
county. He died June 4, T766. (Quarterly XI, 148.) He mar- 
ried Elizabeth . She was probably a sister of Major 

John Boswell, and had issue: 12 Thomas. (Perhaps other 
children). 

12. Thomas 4 Johnson (Nicholas, 3 Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ) was 
known as Thomas Johnson "minor." In 1776 there were three 
Thomas Johnsons in Louisa county, known respectively as 
Thomas Johnson "Major," the uncle of that name (who is men- 
tioned in Ann Cosby 's will, in 1780, as then living) ; Thomas John- 
son, "minor" above, and Thomas Johnson "sheriff." In the will 
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of Robert Tenham, of Louisa (dated Oct. 9, 1769, proved 20th 
Dec, 1778), who names daughters Mary West, Elizabeth, Re- 
becca Walker, Sarah Johnson and Anne Tenham. "Major John 
Boswell, of Hanover, and Thomas Johnson, Junior, son of Nich- 
olas Johnson, of Louisa," are made executors. Thomas Johnson, 
"minor," married his cousin, Jane Chapman, daughter of Richard 
Chapman, and his will, dated March 30, 1795, was proved in 
Louisa, Sept. 14, 1795, and names issue: 13 John Boswell, born 
Sept. 14, 1771 ; 14 Richard Chapman, bom Oct. 26, 1772; 15 
Dorothy, born Sept. 4, 1774, married Patrick Michie and had 
numerous children; 16 Thomas Meriwether, born Feb. 16, 1777, 
moved to Kentucky and had a family; 17 Chapman, born March 
*5> '779; J 8 William, born Sept. 30, 1779, died without issue. 
All of these are mentioned in the will of Thomas Johnson, 
"minor," except Dorothy. See also Quarterly, XIX, 137-142. 

17. Chapman 5 Johnson (Thomas, 4 Nicholas,* Thomas, 2 
Richard 1 ) was a student at William and Mary about 1800, where 
he studied law, was a celebrated lawyer of Richmond, and served 
with great distinction in the Senate of Virginia. He married Mary 
Anne Nicholson, daughter of Robert Nicholson, merchant of 
Williamsburg, and had issue: 19 George Nicholson Johnson; 
20 William Boswell Johnson; 21 Mary Ann, married Gifford ; 
22 Carter Johnson, who married Anne French Forrest, and was 
lost at sea. 

7. Richard-' 1 Johnson (Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ) was Lieut.-Col- 
onel of the Louisa Militia in 1742, and afterwards lived at New 

Castle, Hanover county. He married Dorothy , and was 

probably father of (a) Nicholas Meriwether Johnson of the same 
place, who made a deed of negroes, in 1787, to William Johnson, 
and (b) of Captain William Johnson, of Hanover, who served in 
the Revolution and afterwards made a marriage contract with 
Mary Cobbs in 1788. Col. Richard Johnson died at New Castle 
in October, 1771. (William and Mary Quarterly, VIII, 
190.) 

8. Thomas 3 Johnson (Thomas, 2 Richard 1 ) lived in Louisa 
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county, and was known as Thomas Johnson, "major." He was 
a member of the Assembly from Louisa from 17601776; signer 
of the Association in 1769; member of the County Committee in 

1774. He married and had issue: 23 Richard, 24 

Henry Ashton, 25 Thomas, named in the records of Louisa 
county. 

The following notices of the Johnsons may be added : 
Louisa County Marriage Licenses: Rene Woodson and 
Martha Johnson, February, 1775 ; John Wiley and Jane Johnson, 
March, 1770; Richard Johnson and Noyn ( ?) Gavall, Dec. 7, 
1770; William Garrett, Jr., and Ann Johnson, Dec. 10, 1770; 
Micajah Clarke and Susanna Johnson. 



RECORDS OF HANOVER COUNTY. 

There are only two old books in the Clerk's Office of Hanover 
county, Va. The oldest, designated the "Small Book" in these 
notes, covers the years 1734 and 1735, and contains orders, wills, 
deeds, etc. The other, "The Larger Book" of these notes, is a 
deed book for 1780-1790. The following are the abbreviations: 
adj. — adjoining; ex tor — executor; adm. — administrator; s. — son; 
d. — daughter or died ; est. — estate ; X — his mark ; a. — acres. 

These notes were copied by me in the winter of 1910-1911. — 
.9. O. Southall. 

The Small Book, 1734-1735. 

Jany., 1733. — John Carter, Sec ty of Virginia, commission to Au- 
gustine Graham, as Clerk of Hanover, July 13, 1733. 

John Henry, app't Guardian of Eliz b Bobby, orphan of 
Thos. Bobby. Thos. Prosser & Benj : Walke, security 
for John Henry. 

Mary Clayton, widow of Arthur Clayton, "being in ill 
health" relinquishments. Witness Nat : Anderson & 
Bartollat Anderson. 



